1ET's GET PRACTICAL : * Luke 4:14-18
I Cor 12:12-30¢ C

- From the very beginning, there have-bean'Christians who
understood YAfY the gospel message to mean that if you have
faithit really doesn't matter what you do with your life, Yet,
Jesus' teachings and example demand more than that. As the
followers of Jesus we are called ubto a ministry of demonstrat-
ing our faith thru works of love. Having accepted the reality
that God acceptd us, having professed our trust in God's good-
ness and hiss promise of fulfillment, we enter into the Christ-
ian ministry, we take up our cross, and follow Jesus'! exampls.
As members of the community of faith, we gather for worship anc
praise and thank him for his gift of life and of faith, And, as
' members of the community of faith, we go forth to be dokrs of
the Words A people of compassion; a servant peopls; a "salt
of the earth and a light of the world" people., It is so easy
to say we have faith, but this faith "is as dsad as a body
without breath” the book of James tells us, unless it is demon=
strated in our lovefor all others. "There are in the end three |
things that last: faith hope and love" Paul has writien, "and
the greatest of these is love".

OQur faith is expressed thru specific concrete, practical
works. When John Wesley was 6 years old, the pardonage in
which he lived caught fire. The zlarm was given and the paretns

thought that everyone was out of the house safely. But when
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started counting, they discovered that John was missing. And

to their horror they saw John at an uppsr story window, caught
in the burning building. The Father, a devout Anglican priest,
imedia&ly dropped to his knees, praying that Cod would save
‘the boyj H.i& mother, u}é‘;mt oy Wis & woman of great faith
but alao-a, vary Miﬂgal wpman, %adiately ran next door, got
a nighbor hﬁh a ladd‘;;nd mrjdxi& with the neighbors, rescued
her son’ frcfli the ﬂaming hause. There are times when the best
way to -é_jtpressour faith is to get off our knees and go get a
mighboé with a ladder, and do what has to be done. Apart from
works qf: love, your faith is dead — "as lifeless as a corpse"

My brothers, what good is it to profess faith without prac-
ticing it. As it is wrtten: "Such faith has no power %o save
one, has it? If a brother or sister has nothing to waer and mo
food for the day, ahd you say to them "Good-bye and good luck.
Keep warm and well-fed” but do not meet their bodily needs,
what good is that, S0 it is with faith that does nothing in
practice. It is thoroughly lifelss" (Jas 211e~17)

Paul's Leeter thc the Roamns is a masterpisce. He had never
been to Rag:s, but. was planning on going. He felt that it was
impcrt.a.nt to have a strong Christian community in Rome, the c
capital cu‘.‘ the then known world. So he sent the letter ahead of
him as a kind of introduction of his faith,

Now Corinthians is something else again. Dorinth was the
"sin city" of the ancient world. We can immagine the difficults
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involved in trying to sustain a strong Christian community in

that kind of environment. How does one life the Christian life
in that kind of esnvironment. Paul's letters to the Corinthians
are written in that spirit, But in Romans and Corinthians both
Paul discusses and describes the Holy Spirit. And when we put
both together we get a fairly clear view of what the full Chris
tian life is meant to be.

When the Nt writters talk about the Holy Spirit they are
telling us that God wants us to move from an occasional exper—
ience of his presence into a rich, immediate, and on-going
experience. They speak of being baptized in the Holy Spirit,
which really means to be immersed in his presence. They speak o
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit which means to be filled with
God. As we begin to experience the Spirit, the particular,
unique talents, gifts, insights; sbilities of each of us are
¢alled forth, They begin to develop. They begin to flower. The
best that is in us begins to well up and spill over, if you
will.

Everyone who is a follower of Jesus Christ is offered the
fullness of God presence, Paul helps us to explore the results
of this deep religious experience. I

l. One of the results of the coming of the HS in owr life

 is that the particular unique gifts of each one of us are usesd
for the common good. God rejoices in our gifts bescause he

' loves us, and we rejoice in them by sharing them. We rejoice in
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gifts of others and they rejoice in our gifts. "To each person

/{4 the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the com-
mon good*, Paul says (vs 7). "If I speak with human tongues and
angaliconed‘ia well, bu&cmmth&velave, I an fAgHIAS o

noisy cl&ngng Bymbel.. k I hgrmwn great enough to move
momatnim’huh ‘have m}j@a, (I em ao‘bhina" Paul writes in
Romans 13% Ha"have g:.fti‘!h&t wfe\"' Bach of us has our
mqmcogtrmmmmréﬁkatomcmgoodofminm
spirit ot{ love. Paul goes om: "You love must be sincere,..lov
one amt.hpr with the afffection of brothers. Anticipate each ot
other in :;howing respecte..look on the needs of others as your
own; be generous in hospitality, Bless your persecutors...re— |
Joice with those who rejoice...weep with those who weepee. if
your enemy is hungry, feed himj if he is thristy, give him
something to drink...conqusr evil with good.,"

John Eillinger has written a little book with the thought
provoking title THE SECOND COMING OF THE CHURCH. In it he
desribes Bhat he sees as the weaknesses in today's institutionl '
churche Tﬁsbook is full of hope as the author exprssses his
#AP# beliéf .iii Ehmﬁ;h renewal,

Actu.ag,ly t,lw book revolves around a conwersation which the
author had with a young woman on an air flight, The woman was
well educated and was going to MYC on business., She asked John
Eillinger what he did for a living and he said he was a ministe:
teaching in a seminary, Her disinterested response prompted him



".;

—_—

~
1

to ask" "What church do you stey away from? And seh replied: |
"All of them", He asked if she had a bad experience in churek
She said no, but thought the church to be hopelessly antigue.

Then sha.:wé:ﬁ on to dearj:be her version of & whole new approach

to chumh building mmest re Sofie of her ideas we quite
thought ﬁr;amking,.f gg: Eg:Iméto talk, She began to ex=
pose ahﬂ_‘l.onging to bem to a,&ﬁ'urch community in which she
could be her real self. ’ﬁmau:Ly this modern young progessionl
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woman aaid: "I would like to be part of a Church in which ali
the part_%cularitias of myself are accepted as important®

To b:; a part of a Church community where we accept esach
others particularities as import is precisely what Psul is

talking sbout in Roman and Corinthians, To do whatever needs to

be done to bring this to life in our relationships with one
another with precisely what James was talking about. And it is
precisely what Jesus is talking about in today's gospel lesson.

Jesus has returned to Nazareth, and as his custom was he we
at to church, He stands up in the Synagogue to do the lay
mamﬁ o b raacss

he "f_' of the Lord is upon me;
refore he has anointed me.
dqﬁasaantmtobringgladtidingsto the poor,
to proclaim liberty to the captiv
Reccvery 01’ sight to the blind
and release to the prisoners,
To amounice & year of favor from the Lord,

Jesus devoted his life and ministry to carrying out this
mandate. He didn't just talk sbout the poor, and the captives,
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and tge blid in abstract wayﬁz”ﬂe saw particular persons with
perticular needs and he used his Lnique, particular gifts to
bring them hope, to bring them healing, to set them free from
the bonds of despair, free to embrace the gift of the nsw life
he was offering,

- Christians who believe that if you have faith it reslly
doesn't matter what you do with your life are grossly misun~
derstanding the gospel message.

The gospel truth is "because we have faith we ars called
into aministry of demonatrating that faith thru works of love.
To give life to the world our faith must be demonstrated
in on-going particular ways.

When it comes to our faith, let's be particular...let's be
practical. When it comes to our church, lst us each contri-
bute it is secondiﬁ coming in practical useage of the gifts

the Lord has given us,.



